Narrative Perspective in ‘’The Drover’s Wife’’
1. Explain why Lawson chose this narrative perspective for his story

2. Choose a passage from the short story and rewrite it using a different narrative perspective

1)

Henry Lawson chose the third person narrator in his short story. He is able to give the reader a good view of the plot and especially a good overview of the different dangers in the bush. He is omniscient so he can on the one hand describe the feelings and thoughts of the drover’s wife and on the other hand explain what happened in the past and describe the background. For example he tells the reader that the husband went away and what ‘’alligator’’ (house-dog) did in the past. He makes it easier for the reader to understand the short-story. In comparison a first-person narrator would make it difficult for the reader to distinguish between feelings and describing. 
2) Passage: p.82 ll. 13-30. Third person to First person narrator

In the middle of the night I was still watching for the snake to protect my children. I was sewing and reading and had the stick close to my hand, every few seconds I glanced through the room. The thunderstorm was getting stronger and blew out the candle. I could hear the rain smashing on the roof and the thunder rumbling, the flash of lightning stabbed through the cracks in the wall in my eyes. Alligator was now moving and taking his view on the partition, I knew that has a flair for snakes. The tension scared me and I remembered the son of my brother in law who was bitten by a snake and died. 
